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Shared Living Caregivers do not meet the definition of ‘provider’. Providers include “individual[s] . . . who are engaged in the
delivery of medical/behavioral health care services” under
Section 1.3(A)(6), which includes shared living caregivers
who are reimbursed by Medicaid to provide routine,
unsupervised care to participants enrolled in the program.

There is no evidence of increased incidents of Shared Living Caregivers committing
fraud, waste or abuse.

Shared living caregivers are not required to be licensed by
the state and are engaged in the provision of unsupervised
direct care services to older adults and adults with
disabilities in the home. This presents a health and safety
concern and an increased risk of abuse.

If the purpose of the proposed revision is to solidify recently imposed National Criminal
Background Checks for Shared Living Caregivers, the State could do so through existing
RIte @ Home Program Standards.

EOHHS will include fingerprinting requirements in the
Program Standards that are currently being revised.
Fingerprinting requirements must also be stated in
regulation.

Classifying Shared Living Caregivers as providers when they are not and labeling them as
likely to commit fraud, waste or abuse could have unintended and harmful consequences

This language does not change current practice, as Shared
Living caregivers are already required to undergo a
national criminal records check supported by fingerprints
under § 1.6(C)(3) of the regulation and associated
provisions of R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-7.2-18.3. This additional
language solidifies that this requirement also exists under a
separate provision, R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-7.2-18.1.
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